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AVAILABILITY OF SECOND MODIFIED TEXT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Vocational Nursing and
Psychiatric Technicians has proposed modifications to the text of the
regulatory proposal to amend Title 16, California Code of Regulations, sections
2542 and 2542.1 of Article 8, Intravenous Therapy; and Sections 2547 and
2547.1 of Article 10, Intravenous Therapy/Blood Withdrawal.  A copy of the
second modified text is enclosed.  Any person who wishes to comment on the
proposed modifications may do so by submitting written comments on or before
June 20, 2002, to the following:

Contact Person:  Kim Frankland

Agency Name:  Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians
Address:  2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 205

Sacramento, CA 95833

Fax: (916) 263-7859

E-Mail: kim_frankland@dca.ca.gov

Telephone: (916) 263-7848

Please note that any comments should be restricted to the most recent
modifications made to the proposed regulations.  The board is not required
to respond to comments received in response to this notice on other
aspects of the proposed regulations.  Any comments previously submitted
remain in the rulemaking file.

DATED:  June 5, 2002

Original Signed By:
___________________________________
TERESA BELLO-JONES, J.D., M.S.N., R.N.
Executive Officer
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Article 8.  Intravenous Therapy

§ 2542.  Definitions.

As used in this Article:

(a) “Intravenous fluids” means fluid solutions forms of electrolytes, nutrients,

vitamins, blood and blood products.  blood, blood products, vitamins, nutrients,

electrolytes, and other medications including, but not limited to, anticoagulants and

antibiotics.  Intravenous fluids are differentiated into two categories:

(1)  Category I includes blood, blood products, vitamins, nutrients, and

electrolytes;

(2)  Category II includes other medications including, but not limited to,

anticoagulants or antibiotics.

(b) “Superimpose” means to connect a container of intravenous fluid to tubing

through which another container of intravenous fluid has just been administered.

(c) “Primary infusion line” means the line which provides a direct infusion

between the container and the peripheral vein.

(d) “Secondary infusion line” means a line which provides infusion through a

lateral access into a primary infusion line.

(e) “Standardized procedures” means written policies and protocols that:

(1) are readily available to medical and nursing staffs;

(2) were formulated by a committee that included representatives of the

medical, nursing, and administrative staffs; and

(3) were adopted by the organized health care system.
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(f)  “Organized health care system” includes, but is not limited to, facilities

licensed pursuant to Section 1250 of the Health and Safety Code, clinics, home health

agencies, physicians’ offices, and public or community health services.

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 2854, Business and Professions Code.  Reference:

Sections 135 and 2860.5, Business and Professions Code.

§ 2542.1.  Intravenous Therapy.

The Board will consider a licensed vocational nurse as competent to start and

superimpose intravenous fluids via primary or secondary infusion lines who has

completed one of the following:

(a)  A course in intravenous therapy approved by the Board, as defined in Section

2542.3.

(b)  Submitted certification, satisfactory to the Board, by one of the persons

specified in Section 2542.4, that the licensee has been instructed in the subject areas as

specified in Section 2542.3 and that the licensee has the knowledge, skills and abilities to

safely practice venipuncture.  For further limitations, see Business and Professions Code

section 2860.5.

(a)  A licensed vocational nurse may start and superimpose Category I

intravenous fluids via primary or secondary infusion lines when directed by a licensed

physician under the following conditions:

(1)  The licensed vocational nurse has either:

(A)  Satisfactorily completed a course in intravenous therapy

approved by the Board, as defined in Section 2542.3; or
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(B)  Submitted certification, satisfactory to the Board, by one of

the persons specified in Section 2542.4, that the licensee has been

instructed in the subject areas specified in Section 2542.3 and that

the licensee has the knowledge, skills and abilities to safely

practice venipuncture; and

(2)  The procedure is performed pursuant to standardized procedures as

defined in Section 2542.

(b)  A licensed vocational nurse may, when directed by a licensed physician, start

and superimpose Category II intravenous fluids in hemodialysis, pheresis or blood bank

settings under the following conditions:

(1)  All the conditions specified in subsection (a) above have been met.

(2)  The licensed vocational nurse has received specialized instruction in

the proper procedure from a registered nurse or a licensed physician and

demonstrates to a registered nurse or licensed physician the requisite

knowledge, skills and abilities to perform the procedure.  The method of

the specialized instruction and demonstration shall be set forth in the

standardized procedures.

(3)  The physician’s order is specific to the individual patient.

(4)  The physician’s individualized order designates the specific Category

II intravenous fluids to be used in hemodialysis, pheresis or blood bank

procedures within the particular setting; and

(5)  A registered nurse or licensed physician is in the immediate vicinity.

The definition of immediate vicinity for each facility shall be set forth

in the standardized procedures.
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NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 2854, Business and Professions Code.  Reference:

Section 2860.5, Business and Professions Code.

Article 10.  Intravenous Therapy/Blood Withdrawal

§ 2547.  Definitions.

As used in this Article:

(a) “Intravenous fluids” means fluid solutions forms of electrolytes, nutrients,

vitamins, blood and blood products.  blood, blood products, vitamins, nutrients,

electrolytes, and other medications including, but not limited to, anticoagulants and

antibiotics.  Intravenous fluids are differentiated into two categories:

(1)  Category I includes blood, blood products, vitamins, nutrients, and

electrolytes;

(2)  Category II includes other medications including, but not limited to,

anticoagulants or antibiotics.

(b) “Superimpose” means to connect a container of intravenous fluid to tubing

through which another container of intravenous fluid has just been administered.

(c) “Primary infusion line” means the line which provides a direct infusion

between the container and the peripheral vein.

(d) “Secondary infusion line” means a line which provides infusion through a

lateral access into a primary infusion line.

(e) “Standardized procedures” means written policies and protocols that:

(1) are readily available to medical and nursing staffs;



6

(2) were formulated by a committee that included representatives of the

medical, nursing, and administrative staffs; and

(3) were adopted by the organized health care system.

(f)  “Organized health care system” includes, but is not limited to, facilities

licensed pursuant to Section 1250 of the Health and Safety Code, clinics, home health

agencies, physicians’ offices, and public or community health services.

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 2854, Business and Professions Code.  Reference:

Section 2860.5, Business and Professions Code.

§ 2547.1.  Intravenous Therapy/Blood Withdrawal.

The Board will consider a licensed vocational nurse as competent to start and

superimpose intravenous fluids via primary or secondary infusion lines and perform

blood withdrawal who has completed one of the following:

(a)  A course of instruction in intravenous therapy and blood withdrawal approved

by the Board.

(b)  Submitted certification, satisfactory to the Board, by one of the persons

specified in Section 2547.4, that the licensee has been instructed in the subject areas as

specified in Section 2547.3 and that the licensee is knowledgeable and competent in the

practice of venipuncture and blood withdrawal.

(a)  A licensed vocational nurse may withdraw blood and start and superimpose

Category I intravenous fluids via primary or secondary infusion lines when directed by a

licensed physician under the following conditions:

(1)  The licensed vocational nurse has either:
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(A)  Satisfactorily completed a course in intravenous therapy and

blood withdrawal approved by the Board, as defined in Section

2547.3; or

 (B)  Submitted certification, satisfactory to the Board, by one of

the persons specified in Section 2547.4, that the licensee has been

instructed in the subject areas specified in Section 2547.3 and that

the licensee has the knowledge, skills and abilities to safely

practice venipuncture and blood withdrawal; and

(2)  The procedure is performed pursuant to standardized procedures as

defined in Section 2547.

(b)  A licensed vocational nurse may, when directed by a licensed physician,

withdraw blood and start and superimpose Category II intravenous fluids in

hemodialysis, pheresis or blood bank settings under the following conditions:

(1)  All the conditions specified in subsection (a) above have been met.

(2)  The licensed vocational nurse has received specialized instruction in

the proper procedure from a registered nurse or a licensed physician and

demonstrates to a registered nurse or licensed physician the requisite

knowledge, skills and abilities to perform the procedure.  The method of

the specialized instruction and demonstration shall be set forth in the

standardized procedures.

(3)  The physician’s order is specific to the individual patient.

(4)  The physician’s individualized order designates the specific Category

II intravenous fluids to be used in hemodialysis, pheresis or blood bank

procedures within the particular setting; and
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(5)  A registered nurse or licensed physician is in the immediate vicinity.

The definition of immediate vicinity for each facility shall be set forth

in the standardized procedures.

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 2854, Business and Professions Code.  Reference:

Section 2860.5, Business and Professions Code.

5/31/02
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AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS ADDED TO RULEMAKING FILE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following documents are being
added to the rulemaking record for the regulatory proceeding concerning
sections 2542 and 2542.1; and 2547 and 2547.1 of Title 16 Cal.Code Reg.:

1. Additional Material Relied Upon
(a.) June 4, 2002, Legal Opinion, Laura Freedman Eidson, Staff

Counsel, Legal Affairs Office, Department of Consumer
Affairs

(b.) May 30, 2002, Letter from Thomas Paukert, M.D., President,
California Dialysis Council

(c.) May 30, 2002, Letter from Rafael Fletes, Jr., M.D., Balboa
Nephrology Medical Group, Inc., San Diego, CA

(d.) May 30, 2002, Letter from Gali A. Fredrick, BSN, CNN
(e.) May 22, 2002, Letter from Dr. Harbans Singh, Medical

Director, Gambro Healthcare
(f.) May 2002 Survey by the Board of Vocational Nursing and

Psychiatric Technicians of 49 State Boards of Nursing
(g.) August 30, 1974, AB 3618 Enrolled Bill Report
(h.) Statutes of California 1974, Chapter 1084
(i.) January/February 1998 Supplement to Journal of

Intravenous Nursing – Revised Intravenous Nursing
Standards of Practice

(j.) Delegation of Nursing Care Activities, American Nephrology
Nurses Association

(k.) Position Statement, The Role of the Licensed Practical
Nurse in Dialysis, The Renal Network, Inc.

The above documents are now available for public inspection and/or
comment until June 20, 2002, at the following location:

Contact Person:  Kim Frankland
Agency Name:  Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians
Address:  2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 205

Sacramento, CA 95833
Fax: (916) 263-7859
E-Mail: kim_frankland@dca.ca.gov
Telephone: (916) 263-7848

Dated: June 5, 2002

Original Signed By:
___________________________________
TERESA BELLO-JONES, J.D., M.S.N., R.N.
Executive Officer


